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to its nature until we have undertaken special logical
inquiries.

Only in the region of metaphysics, we repeat,
entelechy may possibly appear to be of a " psychical"
type. But even then the word " psychical" would
not be applied without a certain limitation, at least
with regard to the phenomena of instinct and all
organic regulations. For even if you were to' use
the word " psychical" with regard to these phenomena
you would mean something very different from what
you mean when you apply the word to other human
beings. For all instincts and restitutions do not rest
upon experience ; they present themselves in a. primary
teleological manner the very first time they occur.
It is as if entelechy had a knowledge of peculiarities
without having met with them. Great caution then is
required with regard to the biological application of
the word " psychical" even in a metaphysical sense.1

We now consider the question whether anything
whatever, and if so, what, may be said about the
relations between mechanical and non-mechanical agents
in Nature. There can be no doubt that this part of
our analysis will be of great importance.2

And in the first place let us consider the relation
of our biological entelechy, i.e. the non-mechanical
agent responsible for the phenomena of life, to the
concept of substance as employed in inorganic

1  A full discussion of " Psycho-Vitalism " will be found in Marcus
Hartog's remarkable book, Problems of Life and Reproduction, London,
1913,  particularly  in  chapter   ix.      Hartog's  own vitalistic  theory
(" Mitokinetism ") is explained in chapters iv. and viii. of his work.

2  Cp. Gtffbrd Lectures, vol. ii. pp. 153-265.